
 

Meet the Artist -Teachers: 
Kate Thompson 

 
 
I have always been a creative person, studied and received a degree in Fiber Arts and worked as a textile 

print designer in the apparel business in Los Angeles for 20 years. My real education started in 2009. I 

started painting and I havenõt stopped. I became so focused with my work and developed a discipline to 

practice every day. After a couple of years of devoted practice I saw improvement. The point is I was not a 

natural painter. I really had to work at it and found I loved the discipline I put on myself to grow as a 

painter.  

I work with watercolors and gesso, acrylics with oil, pastels with inks or all of them put together. I am an 

experimenter.   I create my own substrates using vintage linens or painting on ledger paper. I also paint on 

more traditional substrates such as watercolor paper and canvas.  

I am now devoting much time to oil painting. My work is very expressive and although I have had classical 

training years ago that hasnõt really been in my practice the past couple years. I am devoting some of my 

creative time to hone those skills once again and apply them in my own expressive way. 

I teach online as well as studio classes. I teach all over the United States, here are a few venues- Random 

Arts, Saluda, NC, Donna Downey Studio, Huntersville, NC, Art and Soul, Portland, Virginia Beach , Art 

Unraveled ,Phoenix as well as private workshops. I am getting ready to go to Italy to teach a one week 

workshop. My passion is focused on the creative process and I am as passionate about teaching as I am at 

creating art. 

I sell my work on my website as well as at all teaching venues. 

To learn more about me, visit me at: 

www.fracturedangelics.com 

www.fracturedangelics.blogspot.com 

facebook.com/katethompsonartist 

https://www.etsy.com/shop/fracturedangelicsart 



 

Marie Ndolo 

 
I am a mixed media artist originally from Czech Republic but living in London for the last 15 years. Art has 

always been a big part of my life. Even as a child I remember spending hours on end drawing all the plants 

from our small flat we used to live in. I studied Art and Design in a Ceramic college back in my country.  It 

was a really good platform for me to learn how to draw, paint and understand art history. However, I 

properly started to paint when I came to London. Here I took further art classes and greatly expanded my 

skills. I also discovered airbrushing that straight away became one of my favourite art techniques. There is a 

spiritual feel and context in most of my paintings.  I have always been trying to understand life on a spiritual 

level and I try to express my knowledge, experiences and understanding of it in my paintings.  Many of my 

recent paintings express sleeping, dreaming or contemplating women. Thatõs because I often want to express 

internal feelings, hope, light and magic of life.  

I love colour and I use it in my art to enhance healing properties especially in my abstract and floral work.  

Apart from painting I am also a Kundalini Yoga teacher and a very busy mum of two gorgeous 9 and 11 

years old daughters. Autism of my older daughter set me and my husband on a self-discovery journey that 

led me to start supporting mums with special needs children through yoga as well as through art. In 2017 Iõll 

be teaching Therapeutic Art Journaling classes for mums and dads with special needs children. To learn 

more about myself and my artistic journey please, visit my website   

www.mariendolo.com 

https://www.facebook.com/marie.ndolo?fref=ts 

 

Alissa Millsap 

 
 

http://www.mariendolo.com/
https://www.facebook.com/marie.ndolo?fref=ts


Alissa Millsap, born of a carpenter, has dreaming and creating in her blood. She is a light chaser, a seeker of 

the small, and a lover of silence. One would most often find her exploring the back country roads or in her 

studio creating a sculpture or a painting of the views she has been inspired by. She lives on the prairies of 

Nebraska with her farmer husband, their funny and creative daughter and their dog Harley. 

https://www.facebook.com/ADMillsapStudio/?pnref=lhc 

 

Robynne Engel-Pirkle 

 
 Robynne is a prolific mixed media artist, specializing in the use of vibrant color and illustrative work, in a 

free-spirited style, punctuated with skillful details. 

She began creating art at a very young age, as she comes from a family full of artists and designers.  

Her art is in several private collections, as well as, her Gallery, "Robynne's Nest Artworks", nestled in the Blue 

Ridge mountains of North Georgia, only 2 hours north of Atlanta. 

Robynne has a BFA in Illustration from SCAD (Savannah College of Art and Design). 

Robynne's soulful artwork speaks to the spirit, as well as, the eyes. Her art is often described as whimsical, 

spirit-filled and colorful. Whether depicting portraiture or animals, her work is uplifting and joyful, and 

reflects her deep love and observation of nature and life experiences, often infused with her quirky sense of 

humor. Robynne loves to share her years of creative experience with other budding artists, and you can often 

hear her telling gallery guests "anyone can paint, you just have to try"! 

http://rnestartworks.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/robynne.engelpirkle?fref=ts 

 

Kelly Berkey 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ADMillsapStudio/?pnref=lhc
http://rnestartworks.com/
https://www.facebook.com/robynne.engelpirkle?fref=ts


Kelly Berkey is a classically trained oil portrait and figurative painter. She has spent many hours painting 

alongside a few of our modern masters, Stanka Kordic, Romel de la Torre, and Michelle Dunaway. Each of 

them have had an incredible influence in her work. 

Kelly lives with her husband of 30 years in the countryside of rural Missouri and owns the Bohemian Soul 

Studio located beside a meandering creek and 10 acres of trails full of wild flowers and fauna.  

To read her blog or view her work, please visit: 

 kellyberkey.com 

https://www.facebook.com/kellyberkeybohemian?fref=ts 

 

Lucy Chen 
 

 
Years and years of negatively-geared self-abusive comments and behaviors (often disguised as high-

achiever and perfectionism) had drifted me away from my core inner self. Until one day I found myself in the 

hospitalõs emergency room.  But it was when I was cracked open, the light finally got in and awakened me to 

this truth: Itõs only when we can love ourselves fully and completely, that we are able to give and receive love 

unconditionally and non judgmentally.  Itõs only when we become self-full with Divine Love, that we are able 

to love and inspire others from a place of wholeness instead of self-depletion. 

Iõm grateful that I was given the mission and talent to help women realize self love through my 

commissioned portraits and art classes.  

 http://lucychenfineart .com/course 

https://www.facebook.com/lucychenfineart/?pnref=lhc 

 

Tina Naya'li Berendsohn 

 

http://stankakordic.com/
http://www.dunawayfineart.com/
http://kellyberkey.com/
https://www.facebook.com/kellyberkeybohemian?fref=ts
http://lucychenfineart.com/course
https://www.facebook.com/lucychenfineart/?pnref=lhc


I am an artist, a dance therapist, and mother of a 17 year old son. I am currently studying art at FIU 

Hamburg/Germany. 

My process of painting is a lot about allowing the subconscious to express. I tend to seek the raw and 

instinctive path. The human figure with its gestures, human emotion and relationship are my strongest 

inspiration. Working as a dance therapist refined my perception of physical expression, sensing the emotion, 

the trauma and the potential behind movements. I believe art can become a strong messenger for the 

subconscious, a path of healing, expressing all aspects of life. I am drawn to intense colors, lots of layering 

and abstraction. I get excited when I don't quite know how a painting is going to evolve, actually I like to be 

surprised by my own creation. 

http://www.nightblueart.com/  

https://www.facebook.com/Nightblue-Art-592512230803080/?pnref=lhc 

 

Galia Alena 

 
light chaser Ṥ wanderlust gypsy Ṥ clay slinger Ṥ paint splasher Ṥ word crafter Ṥ sacred journaler Ṥ beauty 

unveiler  Ṥ soul feeder 

Iõm a beauty unveiler, light huntress, moment caresser and visionary poetess working with photography, 

painting, journaling, tarot reading and whatever else sings to my soul. Ultimately, all of my work is about 

helping people peel back the layers to experience the intense beauty of each moment allowing access to 

both their intuitive wisdom and a deeper connection to spirit and self. Iõm in love with the creative 

process and consider myself a visual poet working in just about any medium I can lay my hands on although 

I am a professionally trained photographer and a so called òself-taughtó artist. I live in the insanely beautiful 

Blue Mountains, just shy of Sydney, with my family, our cat and all the winged ones who frequent our 

garden. Each day here is a wondrous delight of tiny miracles through either the glorious light or magical 

mists. 

http://www.galiaalena.com/  

https://www.facebook.com/galia.alena?fref=ts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nightblueart.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Nightblue-Art-592512230803080/?pnref=lhc
http://www.galiaalena.com/
https://www.facebook.com/galia.alena?fref=ts


Basia Zielinska  

 
 

 

òItõs never too late to start painting ð indeed it is vital and adds depth and meaning to oneõs lifeó   

After a lifetime of putting my family first, I greeted myself in the mirror one morning ð not a good look- and 

told myself to swallow my fear and insecurities and to start painting. Time is running out for me, how much 

longer was I going to put off my art practice. I wanted to start painting for me, from my heart, with no 

agenda, just to see what would happen. Sounds so simple. Immediately the ego scorned me with a critical 

laugh. òYou - an artist! Ha ha!!ó 

I am not art school trained, however my appreciation of art spans decades, from childhood, through high 

school, where I usually topped art, into adulthood. During my wife, mother, grandmother times, I 

occasionally found time to nurture my creativity though community classes in drawing, printmaking, glass 

engraving and in Folk and Decorative Art. I taught Folk and Decorative Art here in Australia and Overseas, 

for 10 years. I was often scoffed at by òrealó artists, however the skills I learnt during that time, gave me a 

very strong foundation in handling all my tools. I will share some of those in my lessons. 

I also studied Transperonal Art Therapy, which gave me a sense of turning inwards to create art. This was 

helpful in my òresponses to my surroundsó which I will also share with you. 

I currently teach primary school children, with my daughter, during all school holidays. We teach from my 

studio. I am also in the middle of a 12 month art residency, during which time my art practice is developing 

in ways I could not have imagined. I have learnt about having a strong commitment, about just arriving and 

doing the work. I also love running òExpressive Artó groups, oh they are such fun, we learn a lot about 

ourselves and have fun creating. 

So how does one actually begin? A blank canvas is pretty overwhelming. For me two things happened, I was 

introduced to a brilliant contemporary art teacher almost three years ago now, and for 18 months attended 

fortnightly classes with a group of immensely successful Australian artists. I learn from the òdoingó and from 

listening to all the critiques. I also discovered e-classes ð what a revelation. 

I will break down my process of painting òFlowersó and òAbstracted responses to natureó so that you will be 

able to create your own unique paintings. I will give you the skills, exactly the òhow toó ð in slow motion 

when necessary. I will also demonstrate the multi layered, soft responses to landscape. You will of course 

respond to your landscape. 

https://www.facebook.com/basia.zielinska.96 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/basia.zielinska.96
https://www.facebook.com/basia.zielinska.96


 

Renata Loree 

 
Renata Loree is a mixed media artist. She finds her inspiration through practice of yoga and tuning in to the 

earthy and energetic elements found all around us. As a child she always thought that she would come an 

artist, or at least work in a filed that required to be creative, but life took a different turn. As a hobby she 

used to turn to her easel where she always felt more comfortable, and learned painting by copping old 

master paintings. Her favorite subjects were portraits.After her son moved out of the house, she now felt it 

was a good time to devote her free time to her favorite passion and now devotes most of her time to 

painting. After taking classes with some of her favorite teachers, she now feels free to explore her abilities 

and talents further. She lives near Boston, Massachusetts. 

https://renataloree.com 

https://www.facebook.com/Artentive/ 

 

Bianca Garcia 

 
 

I was born and raised in the town of Degollado, Jalisco, Mexico. Since I was very small I had a strong 

influence of a great artist, my father, a sculptor. I started drawing very young, I take inspiration from the 

drawings my dad designed and made just for me. He was my first teacher and still is. I drew and my dad 

qualified me. Over the years it dawned on me that between me most improved in my drawings, my dad was 

stricter with my drawings too, and not what he could have done better, because that way I struggled more 

and more every day, that was like our game, so I grew up next to an artist. My mother always takes care that 

I was never spoiled me leaves, crayons, pencils, and books that help me develop my skills, so most of what I 

am now it's all thanks to them. 

https://www.facebook.com/Bianca-Art-Gallery-264132343948022/?fref=ts 

https://renataloree.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Artentive/
https://www.facebook.com/Bianca-Art-Gallery-264132343948022/?fref=ts

